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. Bibliographic work on hi books Weben to 9 
F A Nation was long ago undertaken ; but an account of 
it has never been rendered to the National Convention. 
Having lately been aſſociated ro the commiſſioners charged 
to ſaperibrend that operation, I come to lay before you in 
the, name of the committee of Public Inſtruction, the/mea- 
ſures we have taken to reorganize this work and to forward 
it as much as poſſible, that in the courſe of your ſeſſion you 
may be able to eſtimate your bibliographic rickes of which 

I am about to preſent to you a ſtatement. 

The ſcientific objects belonging to the nation are derived 
from the ſtores which ſhe poſſeſſed before the revolution, 
from the heretofore caſtles of the tyrant, from the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of eccleſiaſtical, judiciary and academic corporations, 

from the emigrants, and the execated. 

Thoſe objects conſiſt of books, manuſcripts, charts, plans, 

2 ſtatues, pictures, engravings, machines, medals, ſtones en- 
graven in concave and in relievo, herbals, cabinets of natur- 
al philoſophy; of natural hiſtory, &c. &c. 

Rare and precious objects had been accumulated or rather 
monopolized to indulge the ambition of families heretofore 
noble. Such is the collection of the emigrant Caſtries con- 
ſiſting of 'more than twenty thouſand We which muſt 

haye coſt ſeveral millions. c | : 
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The commiſſion of the arts is employed in taking an in- 
ventory of theſe different articles. Relative to the manu. 
{cripts it has taken meaſures which will be eoncordant with 
_ thoſe which will be preſented to you by your commiſſion of 
archives concerning the records, From theſe meaſures 
wiltariſe a general excerption which will ſend all ihe uſclefs 
papers to the paper manufactures, will lay before the public 
all that is uſeful, and will put into the excluſive hands of 
government what ought to be known to government alone, 
The miniſterial repoſitories were choaked up with abun 

dance. That of war alone contains more than twelve thou 
ſand geographical maps ; thar of foreign affairs of Verſailles 
contains about fourteen thouſand manaſcript volumes in folio. 
I 3 to the libraries which are the object of my report. 
Thoſe repoſitories are far from having been properly ſuper- 
intended. It is aſſerted that from the ſingle library of Me- 
janes, at Aix, ten thouſand volumes are miſſing, and it is 
well known that knaves do not fail to chooſe the beſt. In 
other parts a large quantity of books have been ſold at a low 
price or by weight, perhaps ever ſince the decree of the 
reth October, 1792, which ordered a ſtop to be put to all 
ſales of that nature. 21 
At a period when the revolution makes morality one of 
the chief objects of its concern, and proſecutes all dilapida- 
tors, clvie denunciations and the conſtant zeal of the popular 
ſocieties will doubtleſs enable you to detect the guilty of 
every Kind, and to prove that reſponſibility is not a chimera. 
There are ſome parts of human knowledge with which we 
are little acquainted, whether it be that in general their pro- 
greſs was not equal to that of other ſciences ; ſuch are ſtatics 
which is one of the fundamental branches of the art of go- 
vernment, meteorology, anatomy compared, acouſtics, the 
chemie arts, the analyſis of ſenſations, general grammar: 
or that they have been leſs cultivated with us than with 
other people; ſuch are the ſtudy of foreign languages and 
the working of mines; in the laſt of which articles the 
Saxons and the Swedes are our inſtructors. But in almoſt 
all other kinds, in ſpite of all the havock made by the 
giddy freaks of ignorance or the crimes of maleyolence, we 
ſtill poſſeſs immenſe riches. _ 

In the bngle department of Paris the nation has about 
eight, hundred thouſand volumes, including the national li- 
- brary, which in 1373, was compoſed in all only of 910 ma- 
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nuſcript volumes, and which at preſent contains, beſides its 
vaſt collection of manuſcripts, more that three hundred thou· 
ſand printed volumes; which, joined to the maſs of the other 
books of the different communes of che Republic, preſents a 
Lift of ten millions of volumes. 

If. from theſe ten millions we deduct all the reduplicative 
copies, there will remain perhaps, two hundred thouſand 
different works of which nearly. one quarter are anonymous, 
the authors of ſome being known, of others unknown. It 
is preſumed that the national library is in poſſeſſion of only 
four fifths of the diflerent kinds of books, for it wants a 
number of books which are found in the other libraries, e- 
pecially of the frontier communes, excluſively of 3 pretiy 
large quantity of foreign works which are not to be found in 
France, but which it may be paſſihle, nay eaſy. to procure 
(at leaſt the greater part of them) through the medium of 
the political agents and conſuls of the Republic. 

If other libraries, ſuch as that of the Vatican, enriched 
Sch the manuſeripts taken from Heidelberg, boaſt of haying 
ſome Which are the only ones of their kind, that of Paris 
may , with more propriety, pride itielf in poſſelling things 
which woald be Aought for in vain elſewhere. That of 
Vienna might rival it, bat that the new literary treaſures 
with which the library of Paris is daily ehriched will ſhory 
ſecure to it the inconteſtible privilege of being the firſt ia 
the known world. The preliminary operation to the Werk 
ef the French bibliography was the tranſmittal of the.cata- 
logues of all the libraries. Owing to ſome men of letters, 
ſame adminiſtrations complied with the. textuary diſpoſitions 
of the decree ; but the greater part of them.cxecuted;nothing 
or executed ill. They executed nothing, through the ne- 
glec of the ad miniſtrators, who aſſuredly did not neglect. 40 
receive their appointments, and many of the books, àa prey 
to inſects and duſt, ſuffered ſenſible impairment. 

Add to this cauſe, that different departments, in whole 
eircuit were vaſt libraries, were apprebenſive that they would 
be taken from them. Here you recognize that ſpirit of {el+ 
fiſnneſs, or rather of federaliſm; which makes itſelf a ceatre, 
which infulates itſelf, and which is a crime, Whatever is 
national belongs to no individual; it belongs to all. The pubs 
lic intereſt ſecms to oppoſe the diſplacing or dividing of cer- 
tain collections which, beſides the value of the works o 
which they are compoſed, deriye additional merit from the 
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manner in which thoſe collections are aſfried. | Such i is that 
of 'Schcepflin at Straſbourg. 


f 


However, the libraries of Straſbourg, of Lille; of Per- 
pignan, for inſtance, no more belong to thoſe eommunes than 


their fortifications. The citizens of Breſt, of Dunkirk, of 
Befangon have as muck right to them as they; andthe whole 


is the joint property of the great family, which through 
the medium of its repreſentatives, will be able to make a re- 
partition dictated by the love of the country and avowed by it. 

Other adminiſtrators executed ill, although three ſuc- 
ceſſive inſtructions peinted out the proceſs of the work. In 


order to ſucceed in it, it was neceſſary: iſt, To employ 


men of probſmy; this is the firſt quality requiſite in all caſes, 
in this eſpecially, ſince a diſhoneſt man may eaſily baffle the 
ſtricteſt inſpection by tearing precious engravings out of a 


book, and by ſubſtituting common things in the room of 


rare medals. 2d. To employ men verſed in paleography 


and bibliography; the latter is the ſeience of the bockſeller 


its object is the titles of books and their value in trade; the 


former is acquainted with the hiſtory of the art, the varia- 
tions of the writing, idioms and cuſtoms. ' Unfortunately 


they were for the moſt part inept copy iſts who have altered 


the titles of the books, changed the dates, confounded the 


editions, and ſent uſeleſs catalogues in ſheets, inſtead of 


EaraJogues 1 in cardy; the 2 ones that could be . — ay 


do us.” 


theſe words: <«*Moreover;' three or four hundred volumes 
in Engliſh, German, Greek; and Hebrew, or in writing not 
to be deciphered, and bound i in parchment, Which we Have 
not thought fit to enumerate“ Thus def the penners of 


theſe catalogues expreſs themſelves, in ſpeaking of books 
ler e the moſt precious of the repoſi nofy.” They judged 


ks by their covers, as fools judge of men, by their coats. 
The books of ' peerape; treatifes of genealegy, the works 
in which deſpotiſ conſigned its follies and infavity” were 
almoſt always decorated wich morocco, 'whilft the books of 


Hubert, Linguet; of William Allen, of Milton eſcaped the 


compaſs of cenſure and the purſuit of the inquiſition of 
courts only by taking refuge in ſome unknown corners under 


the modeſt 88 of parchment. The works Which ex- 


poled the crimes of tyrants and vindicated the rights bf the 


Ciareleſſneſs or ignorance babe beets eirtete to duch a 3 
live! many catalogues, at the end of à confuſed Jiſt, added 


ö people were the Sans-Culottes of the libraries. The va- | | 
rious cauſes juſt mentioned having ſuſpended the tranſmictal | | 
of the cards, we have received only about twelve hundred i 
thouſand, which anſwer nearly'to thi ee millions of volumes © Mi 
for every lingle card indicates à work, of what number, f 1 
volumes ſoever it may conſiſt. We have not yet therefore 5 3 
one third of the catalogues. The deeree of the 8th Plus =—_ 
vioſe -enjoins the adminiſtrators” to finiſn this work in the | 
ſpace of four months. As it 'behoveth-ever to accompany Fo 
precept with inftr::&ion, tbe 'commiſſion of the” arts hath | 
forwarded” ro all the adminiſtrators” an ample information 1 
concerning the manner of drawing up an iaveptofy of all = 
objects of arts and ſciences, ad we hope that the energy = 
of the revolutionary government will accelerate the draw- 5 | 
ing up and tranſmittal of the catalogues. I proceed "tothe . — 1 
work done until this day on the cards, whoſe original object _ 
Was to'for.n' for the preſs a general and methodieaf biblio- 5 l 
graphy of France. Without entering into details which : l 
would be as irkſome as uſcleis, I iI obſerve that an un- 
dertaking of that nature woäld be of very difficult, expen- 
five, and tedious execution. Stravius, a man darciectarty | | i 
well verfed in this matter, aſſerts that it would be more Wi 
eaſy to carry Meunt Atlas than to write an univerſal hre- ' 238 
_rary hiſtory. Of this you may judge frm the catalogue of = 
the National Library, which” notwithſtanding the pains 
: taken to fecure it from the attacks of eriticiſm has affürded 
matter for very juſt cenſure. The Nbrary of father Lelong, 
edition of Fontegelle, which ſolely pants out works relating 
to the hiſtoty of France, is im eigbt volumes in folio, com- 
priſing 1483223 arttelks, beſides a ſupplement of about 6 o, 
and fiilFfeveral thouſand: arc wanting. This fact is lui gien | 
ro ſhew that's general bibliography would be enormouſly ex- 
penſive, for it would form a maſs of more than 15 volumes 
in folio. The inconveniencies which would attend this ung? g 
dertaking, at leaſt for the preſent moment, greatly counter. 7 
balance the advantages that might be expected from it: if, ES 
however, it be thought uſeful, it my at auy time be exeent- HS 
ed, for the materials will remain tous. We have perceived : | 
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that the plan formerly followed was vicions 3 that fhould 
the work be (till protracted during ſome Years, it might | 
meet with ſtill greater obſtruttions; aud as the convention TEEN  - 
hath paſſed a very wiſe decree on the eſtabliſhin g of libra- : 5 
ries, they muſt be organized; they ſhall be fo. 5 : 
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will ſupport it. 


„ . 
The ſection of the library which was at the Louvre, being 
under our immediate inſpection, ſince the committee's place 
of meeting has been changed, ſhall be diligently and con- 
ſtantly ſuperintended. Regulations and inſtructions have 
been drawn up to direct the work. All the titles of the 
books are mutually rectified by confrontation; all the cards 
of partial catalogues are intercallated to form a general ca- 
4alogue ; all the manuſcripts are apart, the order of the ano- 
nymous works is regulated by the order of the ſubjects. The 
Knew authors are in alphabetical order, the editions are 
in order of dates, the copies of the ſame edition are put 
together, and if the adminiſtrations are exact in forwarding 
to us the catalogues, if from this time hints are collected for 


Forming a good plan of diſtribution, we have room to hope 


that in eight or nine months the work will be completed. 
Beſides the economy of time and expenſe, there will reſult 
from this plan the advantage of ſpeedily preſenting the pub - 
lie with precious depoſiis. In the houſes of the monks we 
Hall find the works of the ancients, of the moderns in thoſe 
of the emigrants, and thoſe libraries of parade which were 
reſerved for ſome individuals, becoming henceforth the pro- 
perty oſ the community, will be acceſſible to indigent genius. 
When a German forms the project of uniting all the 


editions of the Bible to the namber of eight thouſand, al- 


though he is ſtill deficient of two thouſand ; when an En- 
glimman amuſes bimſclf in collecting three hundred and 


ſixty-ſive elegant editions. of Horace that he may have one 


ſor every day in the year, we ſee nothing in this but the 
calculation. of a whimſical curioſity. But the work of the 
bibliography promiſes us the reſult of real utility to the art 
of Printing, that tranſcendent art which had no infancy and 
will never grow old, which hath made our revolution and 
By that we ſhall ſecure from the avidity of foreigners the 
very coſtly copies of authors whoſe works have been engra- 
ven; the copies of about twelve hundred works ſome: of 
Which have been drawn off in vellum; the copies of about 
twelve thouſand works printed in the fifteenth century, the 


priee of which augments in an exorbitant progreſſion, in fine 
che copies of an infinite number of other works printed 


more lately which are at preſent very much ſought after. 
When we know that we have twenty thouſand: copies of 
ſuch a book, whilſt we have only twenty of ſuch another; 
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beſides their intrinſic value we ſhall know the value attached 
to-them by reaſon of their ſcarcity. By the means of du- 
plicates and exchanges you will be enabled to complete the 
principal library of Paris. It wanted amongſt other things 


the Titus Livius, printed at Venice in 1470, by Vandilir: 


of Spire. A copy of that work. which arrives to it from 
Villeaiffranchie will be a monument ina double point of view, 
as it is ſcarce, and as in the ſlege of that rebellious city a 
bullet tore the cover and the margin of one of the volumes 
without materially impairing the rext. By the knowledge 
of a number of odd volumes, ſeveral ſetts may be completed. 
The bibliographic work will furniſh abundant materials for 
writing anew the hiſtory of France, for that work is to be 
done over again. Then will be brought to light a number 
of anecdotes which prove the crimes of deſpotiſm. Permit 
me here to make ſoine obfervations on the plots of our ene- 
mies to impoveriſh and vilify a people who, in ſpite of their 
efforts, will be ever rich, ever great. In one part idiots 
were ſeen calumniating genius, to conſole their own want 
of it, and gravely aſſerting, without any diſtinction of uſe» 
ful or noxious talents, that a learned man is a ſcourge: in a 
ftate ; which affords us at leaſt the conſoling aſſurance that 
we have nothing to apprehend from them on that ſcore. 


At Paris, Marſeille and other parts it was propoſed that 


the libraries fnould be burnt ; theology, ſaid they, becauſe it is 
fanaticiſm ; juriſprudence, as chicane-; hiftory, as lies; 
philoſophy, as dreams; the ſciences, as uſelefs. Theſe were 
the ſentiments of the vizier of one of our tyrants who wiſhed 
to confine the productions of the preſs to the Almanac and 
legendary tales. At the ſame time, coumter-revolutioniſts, 
under the maſk of patriotiſm deſtroyed monuments in the 


repoſitory of the Petits Auguſtins. Some men, foreigners: 


perhaps, were ſurpriſed that ſach a marble pillar, worth 
20,000 livres ſhould be preſerved. At the principal library 
they were ſcandaliſed that the two ſilver ſhiclds in the cabi- 
net of Medals were not yet ſeat to the mint, nor the circles 
of the horizon and meridian of the two magnificent globes 
which are in the ſame repolitory, to the eannon foundry, 
The policy of our enemies has ever been to take from us 
all they could, to deſtroy what they could not take away, ia 


a word to commit and ſaborn erimes that they might haye 


the pleaſure of imputing them to us, repreſegting us as bar- 
barians who refuſe an aſylum te the arts. 5 
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How conſola:ory for us and opprobrigug fer them is the 
picture of their imripucshtheir cor ruptie 00. —_— cons 
trafled with! French honbr and geverglity: ! 1. 
2 WMotwithſtangſiog the decrees which pro ihft the ſelling 
* = or deſtroying of the national books, ſome 448 Initrators, - 3 
is ſeid, would feign arrogate to themſelves, th er of life 
. and death over authors. Their functions „ preſer ve, 
i | ar ange, accelerate the completing and ſendine rot the cards. 
| : We-muſt know what we have defend we couſigęr What we, 2 ꝶb 
ouFkt to pre ſerve. | 7 
Few: writers indeed preſent d bewi - wh 1. 
| | diguity. Though over thedibrary.of Alexandria were thele 
words: Treaſure of Medicines ſor the Soul,” that library 
d well as ours doubtleſs contained reyerics which are a 
ſcandal to reaſen. . "Thoſe vaſt reſervoirs of the, thoughts 
and projects of all ages and countries, are at once he ſhame 
and the glory of the human race. But it ſhould'ſcem that 
man is deſtined 1 grope his way in the perplexed mazes 
of opinion, to wander through all errors before he arrives at 
truth. Falſe ideas, abſurd ſyſtems have at leaſt the adwän- | 
| | tage of ſerving as buoys to morality; they mark the rocks. : 
IS It is not always true, what Fontenelle aſſerted, that the fol- 
hes of fathers are loſt to their children. Thus agg bd biſ- 
tory-of the feudal: ſyſtem, which was one of the. great er- 
rors of the human mind, would be a very philoſophic Work. 
The knowledge of the errors of reaſon. guards it againſt 
ſimilar errors. The recital of the crimes. of tyrants con- 
ſigns them in a more ſignal manner to the malediction and 
- EXectation of after ages. When we ſhall have for med the 
general catalogue, we ſhall call in iaſte and philoſophy to 
explore this ſecond mine, and to look for the gold ſand 
even in the mire; of abſurd bosks ; this will be the object of. 
a particular repart which the commutes is about to con- 
ſider n⸗ . | 
After having taryiſhed the national 8 there will 
Eo. remain to you ſeveral good works, copies of which were very 
| numerous; theſe may be ſold.) As to thoſe Which may have 
4 been placed in the index of reaſon, they may become 8 27 ; 
of exchange wich foreign nations, and procgre, us ſuch of 
their works as are wanting io us, and are af gnworthy of 
. place in the library, of a free people. . The Apirit of diſ- 
cernment will pretide over the-excerptiony Wies will make 
the diſtribution, and on the hxpotheſis en this. purificative 
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